C-SSRS Documentation Template
Reviewed by the BastionGPT Clinical Advisory Board · August 2026 · Adapt fields to your organization’s, payer’s and jurisdiction’s documentation requirements.
	Practice/unit:
	Patient (initials):
	Date and time:



	Version: Screener Recent / Lifetime-Recent / Since Last Contact:
	Administered by (role):
	Mode:


Result (category level only)
Highest ideation category · behavior category or none identified · recency · branches completed · positive or negative under named local protocol
	


If positive: same-visit assessment reference
Evidence-based assessment completed and documented: ideation, plan, intent, behavior, risk factors, protective factors, collateral · where it lives in the record
	


Overall risk and rationale (clinician formulation)
Level under your rubric · state vs baseline · dynamic and historical factors · protective factors and current accessibility · foreseeable changes
	


Actions completed
Safety plan updated · means-safety counseling (category level) · monitoring status · consultation and outcome · confirmed handoff · disposition and why proportionate
	


Follow-up and reassessment
Next contact owner and date · re-screen due per written policy · immediate triggers: status change, new ideation, new behavior, care transition
	


Declined or incomplete screening
Version offered · refusal or inability and stated reason · alternative sources used · limitations · assessment and safety actions taken anyway · never charted as negative
	


Screen-versus-assessment notice (keep with every template)
	A C-SSRS screen is not an assessment: a positive result leads to a same-visit evidence-based assessment, a documented overall risk formulation with reasoning, completed actions, and owned follow-up. The instrument yields category results, not a summed score, and no authority makes hospitalization or one-to-one observation the automatic response. A refusal is never charted as a negative screen. If you or a client needs immediate support: call or text 988 (US), 9-8-8 (Canada), or Lifeline 13 11 14 (Australia). This template is general documentation guidance, not clinical or legal advice.



	Clinician (name and credentials):
	Signature:
	Date:


Full guide, sample note, and compliance notes: bastiongpt.com/template/c-ssrs   ·   BastionGPT drafts complete C-SSRS documentation for your review. Free 7-day trial.
