MEWS and NEWS2 Documentation Template
Reviewed by the BastionGPT Clinical Advisory Board · September 2026 · Adapt fields to your organization’s, payer’s and jurisdiction’s documentation requirements. Contains no NEWS2 chart or scoring table.
	Setting:
	Patient (initials):
	Date:
	Clinician:



	Score in use + version or policy:
	Time of set + oxygen scale or device:


Observation set with times
Respiratory rate counted for a full minute · SpO2 with device and flow · systolic blood pressure · heart rate · temperature · consciousness as AVPU or ACVPU with new confusion asked about · the baseline that matters
	


Total and single-parameter trigger
Aggregate total · contributing parameters · any single parameter at its maximum score · incomplete set noted with the reason · computed by EHR or by hand
	


Trend and clinical concern
Prior sets with times and totals · direction of change · concern as a trigger in its own right and what prompted it · frequency changed on nursing judgment
	


Escalation timeline
Each contact: clock time, name and role, route, what was communicated (SBAR: score, trend, request) · response time and content · repeat attempts and the next level · rapid response call and arrival times
	


Response and orders
Responder assessment · orders and interventions with times · sepsis pathway started or not · new observation interval and who ordered it · disposition and time
	


Reassessment and repeat escalation
Observations at the ordered interval with times and totals · improved or not · repeat escalation with time and recipient when the score stays above the trigger
	


Modified criteria, limits, refusal, late entry
Altered calling criteria with author, reason, review date · treatment limits documented (a DNR is not do-not-escalate) · refusal with capacity and alternative · late entry labeled with both times
	


Score conventions and rights notice (keep with every template)
	MEWS (Subbe and colleagues, 2001, building on Morgan and colleagues, 1997) and NEWS2 (Royal College of Physicians, December 2017) are aggregate track-and-trigger scores: each parameter earns points by its distance from a reference range, the points are summed, and an extreme value in any single parameter is a trigger in its own right. MEWS has no single rights holder and exists in many local variants, so a chart must name the version and the policy that sets its trigger; NEWS2 is copyright Royal College of Physicians and may be reproduced free of charge only unmodified, in colour, and with the RCP's acknowledgment, and any adaptation may no longer be called NEWS. Response thresholds and observation intervals are local policy in the United States, Canada, and Australia; no law there names a score, and clinical concern overrides any total. NEWS2 is not for children under 16 or in pregnancy. This template contains no scoring chart, threshold table, or response table and is not a substitute for the published instrument or your policy. This is general documentation guidance, not clinical or legal advice.



	Clinician (name and credentials):
	Signature:
	Date:


Full guide, sample note, and compliance notes: bastiongpt.com/template/mews-score   ·   BastionGPT drafts complete MEWS/NEWS2 documentation for your review. Free 7-day trial.
